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| am so excited for this new blessing to the
Gunasekara family and wish them all the best
on their future endeavors.

IN HONOR OF ELAINE McCONNELL
HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and honor the life of my friend,
Elaine McConnell. Elaine led a life of public
service and dedicated her career to serving
others in our community. Elaine is a Jackson-
ville, Florida native, but first moved to Fairfax
County in 1961. Shortly thereafter, she took
an interest in public service and safety. Elaine
served as Springfield District Supervisor for 24
years and championed the construction of the
world class McConnell Public Safety Transpor-
tation and Operations Center. She was a
staunch advocate of transportation initiatives
and went on to serve as the Chair of the
Northern Virginia Transportation Board. Many
know her as the “mother” of the Virginia Rail-
way Express because of her leadership as a
founding board member. VRE serves an aver-
age of 20,000 riders per day and may not
exist without Elaine’s lifelong dedication to
transportation infrastructure in the region. Most
recently, Elaine served on the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority Board as an ap-
pointee of Governor McDonnell.

Beyond her involvement in transportation
initiatives, Elaine was the founder and CEO of
Accotink Academy, an education center which
serves children with learning disabilities
throughout the region. She gained national ac-
claim for her study and work of handwriting
and math disorders. The school has grown to
400 students and also opened a second loca-
tion in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Outside of
her volunteer work, she was an avid piano
player and cook. Elaine will be greatly missed
by her husband, Mac, and their three children,
Susan, Mark, and Matthew, nine grand-
children, and five great-grandchildren. | am
honored to recognize Elaine today for her out-
standing display of commitment to our com-
munity. She was a true public servant and will
be missed by all who had the privilege of
knowing her.

WESTERRA CREDIT UNION
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Westerra Credit Union for
receiving the Large Business of the Year
award from The West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County.

In 1934, eight visionary leaders organized a
not-for-profit financial cooperative, whose pur-
pose was to put the members first when offer-
ing financial services and to treat them as val-
ued owners.

Following mergers and a name change in
the early 2000s, the now Westerra Credit
Union ranks among the top 150 credit unions
in the United States and serves more than
95,000 members.
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During 80 plus vyears of operation,
Westerra’s “people helping people” philosophy
continues to benefit communities across the
country by providing fundraising and grant pro-
grams. These programs provide money for
school art supplies, sports fees and after-
school activities.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Westerra Credit Union for their honor by The
West Chamber. | have no doubt they will ex-
hibit the same commitment to the community
in the future.

RECOGNIZING BRAD COOLEY
HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Brad Cooley for winning the 2016
Congressional App Challenge for the Fourth
Congressional District of Colorado. This com-
petition receives app submissions from high
school students around the country, and seeks
to recognize the nation’s best programming
talent.

Mr. Cooley designed Crunch Time, an app
which allows the user to view wait times for
restaurants in their area. It also allows the
user to submit their wait time for restaurants
they have visited.

Entrepreneurs are the backbone of our
economy and communities. It is the ingenuity
and hard work Mr. Cooley embodied during
this competition that makes America excep-
tional. He has shown true leadership in his
school and community.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Colorado, | extend my best wishes to
Mr. Cooley as he pursues his future endeav-
ors.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr.
Brad Cooley for winning the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Colorado’s Congressional
App Challenge.

————

TRIBUTE TO HAMILTON HIGH
SCHOOL CLASS OF 1965

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, The Hamilton High School Class
of 1965 is celebrating its fifty year anniversary
today since its commencement as graduates
of the DeKalb County, Georgia school system;
and

Whereas, some of the members of the 1965
Class are here today, Brenda Anderson, Je-
rome Anderson, James Bugs, Annie Ruth
Curney, Alice Collins, Josephine Crawley,
Carolyn Davis, Ella Mae Crumley, Lucille Boyd
Durden, David T. Griffin, Abel Johnson, Ora J.
Lewis, Willie Martin, Gloria Sutton, Mattie Ruth
Crawford Stroud, Jean Thomas, Audrey Swift
Wilburn, Dorothy Morton Walker, Gladys Wil-
liams, Gwendolyn White, Johnny Williams, and
Patricia Woods; and

Whereas, these remarkable men and
women have been educated in our local public
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schools, and after graduation have written
their stories in assisting our nation to maintain
greatness by becoming productive citizens,
serving in our Armed Services, becoming
small business owners, educators, mothers,
fathers, civic leaders, civil servants and com-
munity advocates thus allowing our district to
have pillars of wisdom and strength for many
years to come; and

Whereas, The Hamilton High School Class
of 1965 members are distinguished citizens of
our district, they are spiritual warriors, persons
of compassion, fearless leaders and servants
to all, but most of all citizens that desire to im-
prove the lives of others; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize the Hamilton High
School Class of 1965 as they celebrate their
50th Anniversary in Clarkston, Georgia; Now
therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do
hereby proclaim October 3, 2015 as: The
Hamilton High School Class of 1965 Day in
the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 3rd day of October, 2015.

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. DAVE
HENDERSON

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dave Henderson who passed away De-
cember 27, 2015, at the age of 57.

Dave was born in Merced, California, on
July 21, 1958. He attended Dos Palos High
School and is the school's most celebrated
athlete. During his high schools years, he was
a star baseball and football player. Dave led
the Dos Palos High Broncos varsity football
team to two Central Valley championships. He
had great success as a football player, but
Dave decided to progress as a baseball player
and accepted a scholarship to play baseball at
California State University, Fresno.

In 1977, Dave was drafted number one
overall by the Seattle Mariners, and his big
league career began in 1981 as a center field-
er for the Mariners. Dave played for the Mari-
ners for six seasons.

Baseball fans will best remember Dave for
his two strike, two out, ninth inning, game-
tying home run as a member of the Boston
Red Sox. Thanks to his heroics, the Red Sox
won Game five in extra innings and completed
a comeback from a three to one American
League Championship Series deficit to win the
pennant, earning a trip to the 1986 World Se-
ries.

Dave found his stride as a member of the
Oakland Athletics where he played in three
consecutive World Series and was a member
of the 1989 World Series Champion team. He
had career high statistics and was selected to
be on the 1991 All-Star team.

In 1994, Dave ended his career as a base-
ball player after playing 14 seasons with five
teams, including the Seattle Mariners, Boston
Red Sox, San Francisco Giants, Oakland Ath-
letics and Kansas City Royals. After retiring as
player, Dave worked as a color analyst for the
Seattle Mariners’ broadcasts.

Dave was active in several philanthropic en-
deavors and believed that giving back was im-
portant. He raised money to support research
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